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1. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS AND CAN APPRECIATE RATIONALE OUTLINED IN 
REE A FOR NOT AUTHORIZING FMS TRANSACTIONS FOR GUARDIA NACIONAL 
ACQUISITION OF SUNDRY LETHAL EQUIPMENT AND AMMO AT THE PRESENT TIME. 
NONETHELESS, EMBASSY EINDS IT DIFEICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHY THAT 
SAME RATIONALE IS APPLIED (PER PARA 4, REF A) TO COMMERCIAL SALE 

OF HANDGUN AND OTHER LIGHT AMMO WHICH IS DESTINED FOR RETAIL PUR- 
CHASE BY LICENSED HOLDERS OF FIRE ARMS AMONG GENERAL PUBLIC. 

2. THE DEPARTMENT'S DECISION TO DENY LICENSES FOR THE EXPORT OF 
SUCH AMMO WHEN THE DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZES THAT DISTRIBUTION OF ALL 
ARMS AND AMMO TO RETAILERS IS ONE OE GUARDIA'S FUNCTIONS STRIKES 

US AS OVERLY RIGID. WE TRUST THAT THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT OBJECT TO 
THE GUARDIA'S RIGHT, PER SE, TO CONTROL THE IMPORTATION OF WEAPONS 
AND AMMO. EURTHERMORE, WE HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE GUARDIA 
INTENDS TO COMMANDEER THE AMMO IN QUESTION FOR ITS OWN USE AND WE 
SEE NO INDICATION IN REETEL THAT THE DEPARTMENT HAS EVIDENCE OF, 

OR SUSPECTS, SUCH INTENTION EITHER. 
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3. WE PRESUME THAT WERE THIS AMMO TO BE IMPORTED DIRECTLY BY A 
PRIVATE WHOLESALER FOR RETAIL DISTRIBUTION TO LICENSED GUN-HOLDERS, 
THE DEPARTMENT WOULD NOT DENY ISSUANCE OF EXPORT LICENSES. GIVEN 
THE APPARENTLY TECHNICAL ROLD OF THE GUARDIA IN THE CASES AT ISSUE 
(PARA 2, REF B), THE EMBASSY REQUESTS THAT THE DEPARTMENT RECONSIDER 
ITS DECISION AND APPROVE THESE TRANSACTIONS AS COMMERCIAL ONES 
ONLY PERIPHERALLY CONNECTED WITH THE GUARDIA. 
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